Astronomy 2002 Section 004 

Introductory Astronomy, Spring 2011
TR 1:30PM to 2:45PM 

Lecture Room: MAP 260
University of Central Florida
Instructor: 
 Dr. Humberto Campins

Office:

 Physical Science Building, 459
Contact:
 Telephone: 407.823.0251; email: ast2002a@physics.ucf.edu

Course Website:  http://physics.ucf.edu/~campins/AST2002S11/
Office hours:
 TR 10:45AM – 11:45 AM 

Course description and goals: An introductory survey of our solar system, stars and stellar evolution, neutron stars, black holes and galaxies.  This course could also be called physics of the universe and the main goals are to introduce the students to astronomical concepts and processes, to the scientific method and to critical thinking.  This class is NOT easy for most students but it can be fun.  If you believe this class will be difficult for you, consider joining the Einstein Club (see below).

Textbook: The Essential Cosmic Perspective (5th edition) by Bennett AND the Mastering Astronomy electronic access are strongly recommended but are not required.    

Attendance is strongly recommended, unannounced in-class quizzes will be given through the semester to encourage attendance.  Exams will be based on the material covered in class, even if it is not in the book.  Studies show that students who attend class are many times more likely to get better grades than those who do not.

Assignments: The chapter in the textbook that relates to the upcoming lecture is your assignment before each class (we will generally cover one chapter per week).  You must attend class so you can take the unannounced quizzes and also learn material that is not in the book.  In addition to the unannounced in-class quizzes, there will be on-line quizzes that can count as extra credit.  The online quizzes and relevant instructions will be in the website.  In addition, you should check the course website at least once a week for announcements. Other assignments may be given and will be announced in class.

Einstein  Club:  Did you know that Albert Einstein had a hard time with college?  In this class you will have the opportunity to earn extra credit as a member of the Einstein Club.  If you complete at least 85% of the online quizzes (you cannot miss more than two quizzes) you will qualify as a member of the Einstein Club.  If you fulfill this requirement, you can receive extra credit for each of the following. First, up to1% extra credit, proportional to the score on your online quizzes. Second, by attending BEFORE SPRING BREAK a workshop at UCF's Student Academic Resource Center (SARC, Phillips Hall Room 113). Third, 1% extra credit by attending BEFORE SPRING BREAK a session with a SARC astronomy tutor. The total extra credit that can be earned is 3%, i.e., 1% from the quizzes, 1% from the SARC workshop and 1% from meeting with a SARC tutor (If you fulfill the requirement of completing 85% of quizzes). 







     (OVER)
Tutors: In addition to the instructor's office hours, tutors will be available to help with questions and conduct review sessions.  The tutors will be available at SARC (Phillips Hall Room 113).  Their hours will be announced in class and in the SARC website.

Examinations: There will be four exams, three in-class exams, on Thursday February 10, Thursday March 17, and Tuesday April 19, and a final exam on Tuesday April 26 at 1:00 PM.  The final exam will be cumulative and it is optional.  If you are happy with your grade after the first three exams you do not need to take the final.  An unexcused missed exam counts as score of ZERO, and only your instructor can excuse you from taking a test.  **No make-up exams will be given** (see missed work policy below).  If you miss one of the in-class exams (with a valid excuse) you must take the final.  Identification will be checked when exams are turned in.

Grades: The total of your exams (and the extra credit, if any), will determine your semester letter grade, according to the scale below.  The grade will be independent of the curve.
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Physics Department Missed Work Policy: It is Physics Department policy that making up missed work will only be permitted for University-sanctioned activities and bona fide medical or family reasons.  Authentic documentation must be provided in every case (in advance for University-sanctioned activities). At the discretion of the instructor, the make-up may take any reasonable and appropriate form including, but not limited to, the following: a replacement exam, replacing the missed work with the same score as a later exam, allowing a ‘dropped’ exam, replacing the missed work the homework or quiz average.
